CHAP. XI.j
SAT-ASAT (BEING AND NOT-BEING).	185
paratively later in date than the other hymns, as European
Orientalists suppose, but they are admittedly earlier than the Atharva
Veda anc4 therefore, decidedly of great antiquity.
They unmistakably point to a belief in One Supreme Being1—a
belief which seems to have been as primeval a conception m Theology
and Cosmology as absolute or despotic monarchy was the primitive
conception in archaic society.
producing  the earth, with mighty
power disclosed the heavens.
There were begetters, there were
mighty forces, free action here and
energy up yonder.
6. Who verily knows and who can
here declare it, whence it was born
and whence comes this creation ?
The gods are later than this world's
production.
Who knows then whence it first
came into being ?
7. He, the first origin of this crea-
tion, whether he formed it all or did
not form it,
Whose eye controls this world in
highest heaven, he verily Imows it,
or perhaps he knows not."
Griffith's Translation, Vol. 4, p. 367.
Of. Mas Miiller's 'Chips Ger. Work'.
I. 78 and Lilly's ' Anc Eel. Mod. Th.'
p. 133.
1 See also Rig Veda, IV, 40, 5 :—
"HeisHANSA (the sua), dwelling
in light; VAST7 (the wind), dwelling
in the firmament; the invoker of the
gods (AOM), dwelling on the altar;
the guest (of the worshipper), dwell-
ing in the house (as the culinary
fire); the dweller amongst men (as
consciousness), the dweller in the
most excellent (orb, the sun), the
dweller m truth, the dweller in the
sky (the air), born in the waters, in
the rays of light, in the verity (of
manifestation) in the (eastern) moun-
tain, the truth (itself)."
Translation, Wilson's l Rig Veda
Sanhita/Vol.IH,p. 199.
Rig Veda, X, 81 :—
(< He who sate down as ffotar-
priest, the .Rishi, oar father, offering
up all things existing,—
He, seeking through his wish a great
possession, came among men on earth.
as archetypal.
2. What was the place whereon he
took his station ?
What was it that supported him ?
How wasit ?
Whence Visvalsarman seeing all,
 He who hath eyes on all sides round
about him, a mouth on all sides,
arms and feet on all sides, He,
the sole   god,   producing earth
and heaven, weldeth them, with his
arms as wings, together.
What was the tree, what wood in
sooth produced it, from which they
fashioned out the earth and heaven ?
Ye thoughtful men inquire within
your spirit whereon he stood when he
established all things. * * * * "
Griffith's Translation, Vol. 4, p. 260.
Rig Veda X, 82 :—
" 1. The father of the eye, the "wise
in spirit, created both these worlds
submerged in fatness.
Then, when the eastern ends were
firmly fastened, the heavens and the
earth were far extended.
2. Mighty m mind and power is
VisTakarman, Maker, Disposer, and
most lofty Presence.
Their offerings joy in rich juice •where
they speak of One, only One, beyond
the Seven Bishis.          «
3. Father who made us, he who,
as Disposer, knoweth all races and all
tilings existing.
Even he alone, the deities' name
giver,—him other beings seek for in-
formation.
4. To him in sacrifice they offered
treasures, Bishis of old, in numerous
troops, as singers,,
Who, in the distant»near, and lower
region, made ready all these things
that have existence.
5. That which is earlier than this
earth and heaven, before the Asur^s
and gods had being,,—
What was the germ primeval which
the waters received where all the gods
were seen together ?     1     1^11 1
6. The waters, they received that
germ pmneTal wherein the gods were
gathered all together.

